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with him for days, having no idea what to do with it.
This money helped him to establish a laboratory and
factory at Newark, New Jersey, where he engaged men
to work under him, and between then and 1873, he
devoted much of his time to improving the methods of
sending messages by electricity, and in so doing invented
quadruplex telegraphy. By this invention, which was
bought by the Western Union Company, one wire did
the work of four by making it possible to send two
messages simultaneously from each end of the line, and
it is proof of how well Edison laboured that his method,
with but slight alteration, is the one still in most general
use to-day. During the same period he made improve-
ments to the Remington typewriter.

Life was beginning to look up for the young inventor,
who was now married, his bride being Mary Stillwell,
and in 1876 he made his home at Menlo Park,
and set up his laboratory there. His next great work
was connected with the telephone. This was not
Edison's invention, but the work of another man on
which he improved. In 1876 an inventor named Dr,
Graham Bell patented the first telephone, but the re-
ception was very weak, and it was quite impossible to
carry on an audible conversation over any considerable
length of line. This was where Edison stepped in.
Maybe he already had visions of men speaking together
half across the world; at any rate, he invented an en-
tirely new transmitter and made various other improve-
ments, with the result that it became possible to use the
telephone over great distances, and it soon became a
necessary addition to every office and home.